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Workflow

Create annotation.fdf and import annotations 
into the final acrf.pdf

Preparing Mapping Excel sheet to macro 
input

Creating Reference CRF file

Getting CRF Properties



• Run the R function acrf_properties(acrf_file = "acrf.pdf") 

• The function will generate a spreadsheet named annotation_map.xlsx with a 
sheet called Properties

Step 1: Getting CRF Properties

library(pdftools)

pdf_data <- pdf_data(acrf_file)



• Execute the macro: %autoanno(usage=ref);

• It will generate Excel sheets named "Mapping" and will be added to the 
spreadsheet annotation_map.xlsx

• Also, this macro will generate the file: ref_acrf.fdf.

• Import ref_acrf.fdf file into the aCRF file and create acrf_ref.pdf file as a 
reference for aCRF annotation

Step 2: Creating Reference aCRF File

Mapping



Step-2 Creating Reference aCRF File



Add the annotation text inputs for the macro in the “Mapping” sheet of the 
annotation_map.xlsx spreadsheet.

Step 3: Preparing the Excel Sheet 
“Mapping”



• Execute the macro: %autoanno;

• The macro will generate an FDF file named annotation.fdf.

• Import annotation.fdf file into the aCRF file and create acrf.pdf file

• All the annotation will be imported based on the Excel sheet “Mapping”

Step 4: Creating annotation.fdf and 
Adding Annotations in aCRF



Preview of Final Output



Preview of Final Output



Demo
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