
Colorado’s Collaborative 
Life Sciences Ecosystem 
Introduction to Our Dynamic Community 

#COBIOSCIENCE #STRONGERTOGETHER



Ecosystem Leadership

.

Creates co-opportunity for Colorado’s life sciences 

community by championing the ecosystem’s successes 

and advocating for a supportive business climate.

Attracts new life sciences 

companies, talent, and 

investors. National economic 

development campaign led 

by CBSA and 20+ partners. 

Cultivates and diversifies 

Colorado’s life sciences 

workforce, from classroom, to 

campus, to career. Founded by 

CBSA in 2015. 



Creating Co-Opportunity for Life Sciences

Capital + Growth

Education + Networking

Policy + Advocacy

Workforce Cultivation

Champion:

Sharing 

our success 

Stories





Life Sciences Community Sectors

Biotech/Pharma​

Medical Device & Diagnostics​

Agricultural Biotechnology and Animal Health​

Digital Health 

Academic & Research Institutions

Contract Development & Manufacturing Organizations

Service Providers + Community Partners



Interactive 

Ecosystem Map
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Economic Impact  

$2.15B raised in 2024

2nd time in 4 years funding reached $2B

Top quintile for life sciences VC funding

$52.9B in economic impact

4,000+ 
Life Sciences 

Establishments 

$123k+
 Annual Salary 

$4.9B
Annual Payroll

41,000+ 
Life Sciences 

Professionals 

$2.15B
Raised by Colorado’s Life 

Sciences Ecosystem in  2024

• 2nd Time in 4 Years Funding Reached $2B

• Top Quintile for Life Sciences VC Funding

• $52.9B in Economic Impact



Colorado’s Life Sciences Ecosystem Raised
$2.15 Billion in 2024
Fundraising Exceeds $2B for the Second Time in Four-Year Period

$383.0M Private Capital

$23.0 M  Pre-Seed/Seed

$183.4M Series A + B

$146.4M Series C, D + Later

$30.1M   Other

$818.5M Public Capital
64% increase compared to 2023 through post-IPO equity and debt

$445.0M M&A + Partnerships

$502.1M Federal & State Grants



Location + Real Estate: Investments for Growth 

Real Estate 

Development Data 



1. JLL 

Top 10
Leading 

Life Sciences Hubs 

in North America

Top 5
Leading 

Life Sciences Hubs 

in North America

Drive to



Critical 
Factors

Established the Colorado 

Hub for Health Impact 

critical factors, key reasons 

why life sciences  

companies, talent, 

and investors 

choose Colorado. 

Talent + 
Inclusivity
Smart, Welcoming Professionals

Community + 
Infrastructure
Ready for High-Growth 
Companies

Costs + 
Incentives
Innovation-Focused Business 
Climate

Capital + Growth
Investing in 
the Future

Lifestyle + 
Culture
From Arts to Adventure, Fine 
Dining to Pro Sports

Location + Real 
Estate
Centered for Life 
Sciences Success



Key Data 

Points

KEY STATISTICS

#1 Largest Airport and #2 in the World 
(Denver International Airport)

#2 Best Place to Start a Business 
(Forbes Advisor, 2023) 

COMMUNITY & 

INFRASTRUCTURE

5 R1 Designated Research Universities

(Carnegie Classification) 

#5 University of Colorado System Ranked 

Among Leading Universities for Startup 

Creation  

(AUTM)

30+  Federal Labs, One of the Largest 

Concentrations in the U.S.

(COLABS)

COSTS & INCENTIVES

#3 State for Economic Stability and 

Potential 
(U.S. News & World Report, 2023) 

#4 State for Higher Education 

(U.S. News & World Report, 2023)

$128M in State-Funded Grants for 

Advanced Industries Since 2016
(Colorado OEDIT)

$2.B in Follow-On Capital for State Grant 

Recipients Since 2016
(Colorado OEDIT) 

Colorado is an epicenter for 

health innovation because 

of our top innovation talent, 

excellent infrastructure, and 

unmatched quality of life. 

LIFESTYLE & CULTURE

2 Colorado Cities in the Top Ten ‘Best 

Places to Live’ List 

(U.S. News & World Report, 2023) 

6 Colorado Cities Listed as Top Ten 

Winter Wonderland Destinations 

(Architectural Digest)  

#4 Colorado Best State for Millennials 

(Scholaroo, 2023) 

~300 Days of Sunshine Every Year
(Metro Denver Economic Development 

Corporation)

LOCATION & REAL ESTATE

#1 Largest Airport in the U.S. and #2 

in the World 
(Denver International Airport)

200+ Nonstop Destinations 
(Denver International Airport)

280 Million Pounds of Cargo Volume 

in 2023 
(Denver International Airport) 

3.5M Square Feet of Lab Space 

Planned or in Development  
(Colorado BioScience Association)

CAPITAL & GROWTH

2024 Life Sciences Fundraising 

Snapshot: 

$2.15B Raised by Colorado Life 

Sciences Organizations 
(Colorado BioScience Association)

Fundraising Exceeds $2B for the 

Second Time in Four-Year 

Period (CBSA)

TALENT & INCLUSIVITY

#1 Concentration of Bioengineers and 

Biomedical Engineers in the U.S. (BLS, 

2023)

3rd Most Educated Population in the 

U.S. (WalletHub)

43% Residents in Denver/Boulder Hold 

a Bachelor's Degree or Higher (Metro 

Denver Economic Development 

Corporation)

61% Colorado Residents Hold a Post-

Secondary Credential 

(Metro Denver Economic Development 

Corporation)

#5 State for Business Environment 
(U.S. News & World Report, 2023)

#3 State for Economic Stability and Potential
 (U.S. News & World Report, 2023) 

#4 State for Higher Education 
(U.S. News & World Report, 2023)







Advanced Industries Accelerator Grant Program

124 
New Companies
Formed 

5,036 

New Jobs 
Created  

$2.9B
Follow-On Capital 
Raised

5,223
Jobs 
Retained

+

788
Patents 
Filed

$150.8M
Grants Awarded

830
Awards

$19.2 
Generated for every $1 invested by the state



5/21/2025 cobioscience.com 18

25% up to max $100k credit

On $10k+ investment

Advanced Industries 
Investment Tax Credit 





Ecosystem Success Stories



CBSA Online Calendar

Learn more about 

ecosystem news + events 

by subscribing to the 

CBSA newsletter.

Or visit us on Social 

Media: 

LinkedIn

Facebook, 

and Twitter.



Sponsored Emerging Life Sciences Company Membership: 

$0 Annual Dues for up to 2 years of membership if eligible: 

• Less than 2 years in formation OR

• Less than $2M raised since inception (includes private capital, state and federal 

grants).



COBioScienceConnect.com

• Colorado BioScience Connect is an 
interactive, comprehensive resource 
that is exclusive for members

• This robust new technology 
centralizes vital information and 
resources to unite and strengthen 
CBSA members and member networks

• Offers powerful new ways to access 
data about the organizations, 
resources, and people in our life 
sciences ecosystem



Member Savings

Members achieve significant cost savings through our 

negotiated discounts:



Member Savings



Member Savings



Elyse Blazevich

President & CEO

Colorado BioScience Association

eblazevich@cobioscience.com 

Thank You

mailto:eblazevich@cobioscience.com

	Slide 1: Colorado’s Collaborative  Life Sciences Ecosystem 
	Slide 2: Ecosystem Leadership
	Slide 3: Creating Co-Opportunity for Life Sciences
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Critical Factors
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Ecosystem Success Stories
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27: Thank You

