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The Apprenticeship Levy

All employers with a pay bill of more than £3 million 
automatically pay the Apprenticeship Levy of 0.5% to 
the government.

The Levy is government ring-fenced money which 
can only be spent on apprenticeships and is forfeited 
if not used within 2 years.

Government Co-investment
Organisations with a pay bill of less than £3 million 
may be eligible for the government co-investment 
fund. 

In this case, your organisation is responsible for just 
5% of the cost of a Degree Apprenticeship.

How it started
About me:

• Senior Statistical Programmer at IQVIA, in the industry since 2017.

• Background: BSc. Mathematics (with a placement year), University of Reading, UK.

• Knowledge/Skills/What I am happy with on my current role:

• Requirements and expectations from a statistical programmer in a pharmaceutical 

industry.

• What I am keen to explore:

• Programming skills other than SAS

• Who are Data Scientist? What does it involve to be a certified Data Scientists? And how 

are they different from us?

• Potential use cases of AI and Machine Learning I can implement on my day-to-day job.

Program Name 

• Level 7 Research Scientist Degree 
Apprenticeship (MSc Data Science)

• Duration: 3 years

• Mode: Distance Learning

Program Contents (Technical)

• Fundamentals of Data Science

• Intro to Data Science

• Machine Learning

• Learning from Data

Program Contents (Non-Technical)

• Data in Business and Society

• Professional Practices

Cohort Backgrounds
• Finance and Banking (Visa, UBS, JPMC, etc.)

• Government (Met Office)

• E-commerce (Amazon)

• Media (BBC)

Degree 
Apprenticeships at the 

University of Exeter

How it is going…

Would I recommend it?
Yes, for the reasons below:

• High Demand Skills: As the chart from google trend shows, this degree is 

highly sought out for. You get to learn about advanced statistics, machine 

learning, and big data technologies. And also gain the ability to uncover 

valuable insights from large datasets.

• Practical Knowledge: Develop crucial soft skills like problem-solving, 

communication, and teamwork. Tackle real-world challenges effectively.

• Career Opportunities: Open-up numerous career paths across various 

industries such as healthcare, finance, and marketing. You also gain the 

flexibility to adapt to different roles.

• Ethical and Responsible Data Use: Learn to approach data ethically and 

responsibly. Become a well-rounded professional.

• Enhanced Analytical Thinking: Boost your technical skills. Enhance your 

analytical thinking, making you a valuable asset in any data-driven field.

How can you and your organisation get involved?
• Pass the knowledge. The program does not have to be limited to technical 

degree. Universities are offering other courses which can be equally 

beneficial to the employee and the organisation. For e.g., Level 6/level 7 

degrees in Leadership and Project Management, etc.

• Get your HR involved: Refer to the enrolment process overview chart. 

Once you find the right course and program, they should be able to help 

you with forming a contract on finding the necessary funds.

My thoughts..

Data Scientist was dubbed the 

“sexiest” job of the 21st century by 

Harvard Business review in 2012.

PP20: Navigating Personal and Continuing Prof Dev - a journey into Data Science
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GOOGLE TREND FOR "DATA SCIENCE" (UK)
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