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Data Sources

Conclusions
Results

• In early 2021, Pfizer published a paper titled 
‘Demographic diversity of participants in Pfizer 
sponsored clinical trials in the United States’ 1

• The primary focus of their paper was to “provide a 
baseline upon which we can quantify the impact of 
our ongoing efforts to improve racial and ethnic 
diversity in clinical trials”

• Analyzed data for 213 US trials between 2011 and 
2020 

• Compared against US Census data2

*Issued an industry wide challenge for other big
pharma companies to release their diversity data

Introduction Methods

A horizontal bar chart of US Census, Epidemiology, and GSK clinical trials with race & ethnicity 
categories on the vertical x-axis and percent of the total population as the bar length 

Objectives
• Summarize data for;

• GSK sponsored interventional trials for Pharma, 
Vaccines & ViiV (HIV)

• Studies conducted between 2002-2019

• Trials that were completed and archived

• Reproduce all displays and supplemental displays

• Reproduce all census level comparisons

• Perform comparisons with real-world epidemiology 
data

• Summarize data for US Trials conducted between 
2002-2019

By using real-world data, our team was able to 
unearth previously unanswered questions 
related to how GSK’s trial enrollment mirrored 
US Census and real-world epidemiology data3. 
GSK walked away with a pivotal understanding 
that US Census data is not an appropriate 
universal benchmark and that a shift to 
epidemiology data could serve a better 
purpose for improving diverse recruitment 
outcomes. Despite a team's best efforts to 
plan for everything beforehand, in our 
business we can always expect the 
unexpected. Despite the challenges, if a team 
begins with the end in mind, has a clear vision 
of the questions being asked, ensures all key 
stakeholders are involved in the planning 
stages, success is inevitable.

Challenges

1 Rottas, M. et al. (2021) Demographic diversity of 
participants in Pfizer sponsored clinCensus Bureau 
Population Division, Annual Estimates of the 
Resident Population ical trials in the United States. 
Elsevier Inc.
2US by Sex, Race, and Hispanic Origin for the United 

States: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2019 (NC-EST2019-

SR11H), Release Date: June 2020. (Accessed 12 Jul 

2021). 
3Reid MM, Davis SP, Henry ON, et al. Demographic 

diversity of US-based participants in GSK-sponsored 

interventional clinical trials. Clinical Trials. 
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We suspect this race 
category was not 

collected consistently 
between the sources; 

GSK, US Census & 
Epidemiology

We were unable to 
form conclusions  for 
this race due to the 

lack of subjects

Though the numbers 
were small we were 
still able to conclude 

GSK enrollment is 
below epi & census 

targets 

GSK enrollment is 
25 times less than 
the epi data target

Epidemiology data 
was not available 
for this race and 

therapy area

GSK enrollment 
exceeds US Census 
levels but is below 

Epidemiology 
targets for this 
therapy area

A table was produced summarizing the number of studies 
and subjects per TA category, for Pharma, Vaccines, and 
ViiV studies

A heatmap was produced showing the 
of % of studies achieving census level 
for each race/ethnicity category by TA 
category and trial phase
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