
Mesa: A Shiny-based Web Application for Drag-and-Drop Creation of 
Metadata-Driven Statistical Summary Tables
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User Actions

• Select input dataset, variables for summary, 
grouping and filtering criteria.

• Update variable labels, units, code lists and 
sort order.

• Create and update titles, footnotes.

• View table as HTML and/or PDF.

• Save PDF to custom location.

• Save user selections for re-use.

• Save summary results as CSV to custom 
location.

Mesa generates well-formatted output 
dynamically in response to user actions.



SD02

Provide output headers, 
footers, titles and footnotes.

Mesa gives the user an intuitive interface for controlling inputs.

Choose dataset or configuration.
Classify, re-order variables by drag and drop.
Point and click for sub-setting records.

Edit variable labels, units, 
code lists and sort order.
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Add new variables not yet in the input 
dataset. Pre-specify the display order and 
code list order as part of the output design.

Anticipated variables are displayed using dashes.
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PDF can be saved to custom location.

Mesa makes HTML and PDF versions of each table.

Setup  Install package from CRAN: https://cran.r project.org/package=tablet >= 0.5.0; load using ‘library(tablet)’;  call function ‘mesa()’ to launch internet browser. 
LaTeX needed for PDF creation. Authors: Tim Bergsma (tim.bergsma@qpharmetra.com), Qiaobing Crystal Bergsma (qiaobing.bergsma@uccb.com)

HTML can be saved as CSV to custom location.


