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SAS RENAME Function:
• Can rename a member of a SAS data library, external file, or a directory
• Syntax: RENAME (old-name, new-name, <type>)
• type specifies the type of element to rename: 'ACCESS' (an access descriptor that 

was created using SAS/ACCESS software) or 'CATALOG' (a SAS catalog or catalog 
entry) or 'DATA' (a SAS table) or 'VIEW' (a SAS table view) or 'FILE' (an external file 
or a directory)

• We developed a simple macro %renameX with RENAME function showing two 
practical cases

CASE 1: CONVERT SAS PROGRAM FILES (.SAS) INTO TEXT FILES (.TXT) FOR REGULATORY 
SUBMISSION                    %renameX(dir=%str(C:\Users\pgm), in_ext=sas, out_ext=txt)

CASE 2: CHANGE ATTRIBUTES OF 
PDF FILES 
%renameX(dir=%str(C:\Users\fol
der), in_ext=PDF, out_ext=pdf)
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