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Agenda

How to generate a forest plot?

2

How to enhance its presentation? PlotSummary table 

Note: this presentation uses dummy data.



How to generate 

a forest plot?
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How to create a forest p 
How to create a forest plot? 

lot?

How to create a forest p 
How to create a forest plot? 

lot?

In Proc Template

Summary table The plot 

Scatterplot

Method 1 Method 2

Axistable Scatterplot



Use Axistable for summary table
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n10

trta2_2 trta3_2 or clvar trta2_1 trta3_1 value

PlotSummary table 
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Can we treat the 
summary table 
part as a whole?

No and Yes



Use Scatterplot for summary table
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n10

var_l1 var_l2 blk tt_lbl t1n1 t1rr1t1re1 t1n2 t1re2 t1rr2 rd cl value

PlotSummary table 
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Which method is better?

It depends



Compare Axistable with Scatterplot
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Axistable: 

▪ The code is more straightforward to use and understand.

▪ It’s easier to adjust the layout for each column differently. 

Scatterplot:

▪ The code is more efficient.

▪ It’s easier to nicely fit all columns into one graph.



How to enhance 

its presentation?
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Add heatmap

Adjust marker size
of error bars

Add color to texts

Apply Unicode

Split graph into 
multiple pages

Display multiple 
labels on x-axis

How to create a forest p 
How to create a forest plot? 

lot?

How to create a forest p 
How to create a forest plot? 

lot?
Enhance informativeness Enhance format 

In Proc Template 



Enhance 

informativeness 
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Add heatmap
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trta4_1_ is numeric version 
of trta4_1

trta4_2_ is numeric version 
of trta4_2



Adjust marker size of  error bars
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Display multiple labels on x-axis
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Enhance format 
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Add color to texts



Apply Unicode
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Split graph into multiple pages
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Confidentiality Notice

This file is private and may contain confidential and proprietary information. If you have received this file in error, please notify us and remove  
it from your system and note that you must not copy, distribute or take any action in reliance on it. Any unauthorized use or disclosure of the  
contents of this file is not permitted and may be unlawful. AstraZeneca PLC, 1 Francis Crick Avenue, Cambridge Biomedical Campus,  
Cambridge, CB2 0AA, UK, T: +44(0)203 749 5000, www.astrazeneca.com

This presentation is 
supported and reviewed by 
my colleagues, Per-Arne 
Stahl, Catherine Rochez, 
Yanping Zhou and Yan Zhu. 

Thanks!
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Thank You
Contact Information: 

Zhen (Laura) Li

E-mail: zhen.li@astrazeneca.com


