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Introduction - Who are we?

§ OCS Life Sciences
§ CRO based in ‘s-Hertogenbosch, Netherlands
§ Specialist CRO that provides professional services within the life sciences industry
§ Part of OCS Consulting

§ Technology solutions and support
§ Managed services 
§ Life sciences

§ Presenting: Louella Schoemacher
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LSAF - What is it?

§ Life Science Analytics Framework

§ Cloud based solution hosted by SAS

§ Data repository and computing environment
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LSAF set-up - Design

§ March 2020

§ Workshop & brainstorm sessions
§ OCS subject matter experts
§ Client end users

§ Folder structures

§ Permissions & privileges model
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LSAF set-up - UAT and demo

§ User Acceptance Testing
§ SAS test script and user guide as basis
§ Clients specific requirement 
§ Involved client subject matter expert, IT manager and OCS consultants

§ Demo’s suited for different types of users
§ Repository vs. workspace
§ Uploading data
§ Browsing and filtering data
§ Programming and creation of jobs
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LSAF in day-to-day activities
§ October 2020

§ Process flows to move data
§ Jobs to facilitate data managers in their activities
§ Data standards
§ Familiarisation with LSAF
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LSAF in day-to-day activities – Process flow

§ Controlled and traceable way of processing new data transfer
§ Notifications by e-mail or internal message

Move 
current 

data

Md5
checksum

Unzip 
and move

Convert 
xpt to sas

Convert 
define to 

sas

New 
transfer
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LSAF in day-to-day activities – Jobs for data transfers 

§ Copy jobs
§ Current to production
§ Current to previous transfer folder
§ Copy to next state

§ Set-up jobs
§ Set-up new general folder
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LSAF in day-to-day activities – Jobs for conversion

§ Excel to SAS

§ XPT to SAS

§ Define to SAS

§ SAS to Excel
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LSAF in day-to-day activities – Jobs for data review

§ Compare datasets

§ Create data profiles

§ Create AE and 
CM timelines

§ Create weekly 
listings
for CTT
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LSAF in day-to-day activities – Jobs QC

§ Development à Validation à Production
§ Versioning
§ Signing
§ Audit trail
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LSAF in day-to-day activities – Data standards

§ Clients data standards

§ Controlled terminology

§ Job for comparison of study 
define.xml with library
§ Datasets, variables and 

codelists
§ In library not in study 

vs. 
In study not in library
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LSAF in day-to-day activities – Demo and documentation

§ Demo
§ Uploading new data transfers
§ Running jobs
§ Data browsing

§ Wiki
§ Best practices
§ How to use LSAF
§ Available jobs
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What is next
§ Client

§ Moving from a traditional network drive to LSAF
§ Designing of jobs in LSAF to facilitate data managers in QC

§ SAS
§ Development of new versions of LSAF

§ OCS
§ Working at the clients to help in developing new jobs
§ Administrative tasks
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Take home messages
§ Availability of subject matter experts on each phase of the LSAF implementation and usage 

process

§ Utilising LSAF for data management to manage, review, process and transfer data in a 
structured and traceable way
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Thank you! 

§ SD05 Using jobs and Macros API to create a structured, controlled and personalised LSAF environment
§ SM08 Automation of Process Flow Instances

§ sasquestions@ocs-consulting.com

mailto:sasquestions@ocs-consulting.com

