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Introduction
ü Did the current data transfer significantly change any of 

the results? 

ü Did any of the p-value's change significantly in those 600 
outputs since we re-ran the programs after the latest data 
transfer?

ü Could you come up with a list of outputs that has a TEAE of 
dizziness out of those 600 outputs? By the way we need 
that list before noon's meeting.
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• The HTML and SAS Enterprise 
Guide interface which acts as an 
interface between the user and 
communicates with the SAS macro  

• The %reviewfiles SAS utility macro 
that reads in the RTF files and 
processes the data.

• The XML output files, which 
provides the summary of findings 
along with the corresponding titles 
and file names for quick access 

Process Flow
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SAS Enterprise Guide Interface  
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• Base file name and Compare filename
parameters: used to specify the RTF file 
name to be reviewed at the location specified 
in the folder path parameters 

• Keywords Parameter which is optional, 
allows the user to search the files for a 
specific keyword such as P-value.

• Cutoffs parameter(optional): To fetch the 
differences beyond a specific cutoff value

• Limit records parameter(optional): To limit 
the number of records of output that are 
displayed, which is limited to 6 observations 
in the current example

• Save review results to folder parameter: To 
save the comparison results in an XML file 
format with the file name specified using the 
script below.

• Run button will initiate the review process

Input parameters
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Creating Interface using SAS Enterprise Guide using Prompt 
Manager
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XML output
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%reviewfiles SAS macro process flow 
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%reviewfiles SAS macro Cont..

Step1: Check the validity of the file path 

SAS Pipe option is used with the filename statement to check the 
legitimacy of the file path as shown in the code below.
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%reviewfiles SAS macro Cont..

Step 2: Read in all the RTF files that need to be reviewed from 
the folder using the  “Infile” and “Filename”  statements
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%reviewfiles SAS macro Cont..

Step 3:   The converted RTF file SAS dataset equivalent data is 
now analyzed for the differences and the key parameter based 
search across all the variables and records are conducted
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%reviewfiles SAS macro Cont..

Step 4: In this step hyperlinks for one-click access to the RTF 
files and XML summary output are being created using the code 
below. A sample output XML file is shown in figure 6.
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Output
Index tab of the XML summary output

Detailed compare summary report

Detailed keyword search report 



15

Business impact using this tool

Ø Better control of quality, specially in making sure that the 
validated version in QA is consistent with the version in 
PRD 

Ø Significant amount of time is being saved by the medical 
reviewers to identify changes to different versions of 
outputs thus eliminating potential submission delays.

Ø The tedious process of looking for changes to the output 
files with large volume is made easy using the tool (eg: 
patient narrative reports  )
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Conclusion

Ø This tool will compare the RTF outputs and print any 
differences that are not caused due to timestamp differences 
or program mode in the file content. 

Ø This tool can check all the files at a directory level to compare 
the contents of all the RTF  files in the directory  with the 
equivalent files in another location(eg: QA vs. PRD) .

Ø This tool can be used to identify reports by keyword and check 
changes to contents while controlling the acceptable range of 
differences (eg: P-values)

Ø The utility macro can be executed using the SAS EG and the 
folder locations can be selected using the pop-up facility that 
is featured in SAS EG without having to manipulate the actual 
program to call this macro.   

Ø The utility macro creates an XML file output that has the 
summary of findings and hyperlinks to facilitate the review and 
easy accessibility. 
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