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Take Notepad++ to the next level with the Python Script Plugin
John Bielinski
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Disclaimer
All opinions expressed in this presentation are my own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Galderma or its employees.

I have no connection with any of the software or apps demonstrated here.

All scripts and programs are intended for demonstration purposes only and 
cannot be guaranteed to work correctly in other settings.
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Introduction

Why Notepad++ ? Why Python?

Creating and running a script

Some demo scripts

Very brief overview - much more detail in paper
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Why Notepad++? Why Python? 

free, open-source text editor
easy to install and use
great for editing SAS files
loads of features + lots of 
plugins

hugely popular
intuitive and easy to learn

vast built-in library of functions

PYTHON 
SCRIPT 

for 
Notepad++
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Python Script for Notepad++
Install as Plugin - very quick and easy

Plugins>Plugins Admin>Available>Python Script>Install
http://npppythonscript.sourceforge.net/

Fully-integrated within Notepad++ 

Complete control of all aspects of Notepad++

Run scripts with click of mouse
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Creating a script
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Creating a script
notepad object
editor object

- run menu commands
- get information -->Python 

variables
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Running a script
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Example 1: Script to align text

region
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Example 2: Count the SAS procs in a program
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Example 2: Count the SAS procs in a program
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Developing scripts  - some tips
Ø Is there already a plug-in? A Python module?

e.g. 'Code Alignment',  'TextFX'

Ø Experiment…in safe setting
any command can be automated
(e.g. open file, replace text, save file…)

Ø Don't automate everything !!
keep some degree of user interaction

editor.replace(…)
notepad.save()
notepad.close()
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Conclusion
Ø Very powerful set of tools for automating tasks

Ø Easy to set up and integrate into workflow

Ø Just a brief overview - much more detail in paper


