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User Manual?
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Motivation
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• How to manage Layout and Content Structure?

• How to cope with the usual Word Struggles?

• Where to put it?

• How to collaborate?

• How to track changes? L



Step 1: Markdown
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Step 1: Markdown
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• Word Alternatives do not solve any problems

• HTML, LaTeX too complicated

Markdown



Step 1: Markdown
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• Simple

• Easy to learn

• Powerful due to 
HTML “integration”



Step 1: Markdown
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Step 1: Markdown
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• Typora
• Develop Markdown Pages
• Export them to HTML Documents

• Java
• With some simple Markdown Converter Library (txtmark)
• Used a HTML Template
• Converted all Markdown Files at once

https://github.com/rjeschke/txtmark
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Step 2: Gitlab
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Git is the final piece of this puzzle!

• We’re still missing:
• A Place to store the manual
• Collaboration
• A way of Tracking changes



Collaboration

Step 2: Gitlab

/// PhUSE EU Connect 2020 /// AD02 /// November 202016

Take advantage of Git Features, like

• User Management

• Access Management

• Issues

• Branches

• Merge Requests



Change Tracking

Step 2: Gitlab
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Markdown Files are Flat Files!



Web IDE

Step 2: Gitlab
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We have access to an internally hosted Gitlab Instance!

Gitlab
Pages

Gitlab CI / CD 
+

Shared Runners



Gitlab CI / CD + Shared Runners

Step 2: Gitlab
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changes are
committed to the 
master branch

Gitlab Pipeline creates 
website out of 
Markdown files

Users access
manual via 

Website
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Step 3: Building the      
Pipeline
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Markdown Converter

Step 3: Building the Pipeline
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MkDocs
+

Material 
Theme



.gitlab-ci.yml

Step 3: Building the Pipeline
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mkdocs-by = Alpine + Python + PIP



mkdocs.yml

Step 3: Building the Pipeline

/// PhUSE EU Connect 2020 /// AD02 /// November 202026

Website Info

Git Repo Info

Specify Extensions

Navigation Pane



Step 3: Building the Pipeline
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Conclusion
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Conclusion
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• Template Repository for new projects to use

• Migration over time (new version or new tool)

• Training is relatively easy

• Unified design and accessibility J
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Thank you!

Contact:

dominik-habel@web.de (private)
dominik.habel@bayer.com (business)

mailto:dominik.-habel@web.de
mailto:dominik.habel@bayer.com
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