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Program
header
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body text

• Electronic check to ensure header of the program
corresponds to body text (syntax) in the program

• Generate the header by information that already exist, that
is from global macro variables and program body text

Program to check/generate header

1. Efficiency:

‒ Saves time

‒ Reusing already existing information by captured by a
program

2. Quality:

‒ By using data from the programs to generate header, the
header and body text in the program will always be
aligned

Motivation

Components

Header template:

Example of a filled out header:

The prerequisite is that the comments in the program uses standard
names for the sections.

Example of a section in the program:

Goal Make a sas-dataset from the SAS program, use to 
compare header with bodytext in the program

Example of syntax used to read the sas program 
into a sas-dataset and compare/generate the 
header out of the program and macro variables

Next step is to save the lines between the two first 
***-lines into a variable called ’header_text’ and 
below the ’header’- observations will be saved into 
the variable called ’body_text’ and then the two 
columns could easily be compared with SAS syntax.

Example of syntax used to search for section 
names and description of section in the comments

Result file below where a finding is found, we 
have created a compare program where the 
result is presented in Excel format.

Alternative approach: regular 
expressions

An alternative approach has been used, by 
implementing regular expressions in Perl.

This method is very powerful, with a potential 
of advance usage opportunities. For example: 

• it could be employed to search for more 
complex patterns, allowing for more 
flexibility in the .sas program.

• it could identify macro programs used, and 
scan those for any relevant information as 
well

• it can easily make a comparison and 
summary of  header information across 
multiple programs


