
Automated Log Checking 
with LOG_CHECK.SAS  

Overview 
SAS log files are generated when a SAS program is executed. Checking the log file for 

any unwanted messages such as “ERROR” or “WARNING” or any specific “NOTES”, is 

an important part of the validation process and enables us to make our programs and 

output of desired quality and error free. Log_check.sas is a utility program that auto-

mates the log checking process by scanning through one or more SAS log files in a 

specific folder/subfolder, for predefined unwanted messages that are stored in a sepa-

rate txt file and produces a summary report of the results. The report contains key infor-

mation that will assist the programmer in fixing the code to support clean execution of 

the program, without producing unwanted messages. This program is an efficient time-

saving utility that runs on a Windows SAS server and works with all 9.x versions of 

SAS.  

TXT file generated for single log file*** 

***Note All Screen shots only display a part of full file. 

Excel file generated for multiple log files*** 

List of rules under Log Check Rules txt file 
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Macro call 

 %log_check( 

    log_path=,   

    out_path=, 

    out_excel=,   

    subfolder=,  

    logfile=); 

Logic  

The method used to submit 

SAS programs, in batch 

mode. The macro also will 

ensure that once the log 

for the   executed SAS pro-

gram is saved, a log check 

will be performed on the 

saved log and the resultant 

*.log_chk txt file will also 

be saved in the same loca-

tion as that of the log file.  

 

This ensures that log check 

is performed on each and 

every SAS program log au-

tomatically. 

 

The utility can be used to 

check log single or multiple 

log files. 

Key Highlights 

1) Resultant file for single log file 

will be a txt file. 0KB file denote 

a clean log. 

2) Resultant file for multiple log 

files is an excel file. 

3) Logs from multiple folders can 

also be checked at once. 

4) Rules are stored in a separate 

metadata file for ease of 

maintenance. 


