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Next generation collaboration: using tasks 
and snippets in SAS Studio
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SAS Studio – Homepage 
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Snippets 
§ Pieces of SAS code 

§ 1 line or several lines of code
§ Comment/statements/steps/macros etc. 
§ Use in existing program
§ Basis of new program

§ Quickly insert Snippets
§ Repetitive code, e.g. proc print
§ Add to favourites

§ Numerous standard code Snippets present 
§ Create custom Snippets 
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Standard Snippet
§ Use simple macros 
§ Generating files 

§ Even PowerPoint Slide
§ Importing files
§ Simulate Data
§ Viya snippets

§ Must have access to SAS Viya
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Using a standard Snippet 
§ Standard 

§ Edit code 
§ Replace code highlighted in “purple” (text) 

§ Importing an Excel file 
§ Standard Snippet: Import XLSX File
§ SAS Studio indicates where to adjust the code and how



© OCS Life Sciences

www.ocs-lifesciences.com 6

Creating a custom Snippet  
§ In SAS program
§ Select lines of code
§ Right click and choose Add to ‘My Snippets’
§ Name snippet & Save
§ Snippets Section in the navigation pane

§ Appears under ‘My Snippets’ 
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Tasks 
§ Tasks are ‘applications’ that provide a point-and-click interface

§ No need to write SAS code 
§ Choose a table and select variable(s)
§ Expand on the task in the options section 
§ Find more information about the procedure in the information section

§ Tasks generate SAS code
§ Copy and save in a program

§ Equipped with standard tasks 
§ Edit a copy of the built-in tasks for customization

§ Create custom Task 
§ Creating your own Task interface
§ Customise a standard Task 
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Standard Task
§ Complex statistical analyses 

§ Linear regression
§ Distribution analyses

§ Simple SAS system procedures
§ Listings
§ Transposing 

§ Create graphs/plots
§ Quick and easy figures 

§ Viya Tasks
§ Require access to Viya for use
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Task layout
§ View 

§ Default: split view
§ Settings
§ Code/Results
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Using a standard Task 
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Use the code generated
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Creating a custom Task 
§ Common task model (.CTM) à <TaskName>.CTK 
§ New Task 

§ ‘Design’ the interface à Required or collapsible etc. 
§ XML & Apache velocity template language 
§ Online task set up guides to get your started

§ Sample Task 
§ Shows available controls

§ Advanced Task 
§ Shows more complex functionalities 

§ Dependencies
§ Mixed Effects Builder
§ Data Linking
§ Return Values
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Custom new Task 
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Repository
§ Email 
§ Use a repository à shared server
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Thank you for your time!
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Resources
§ SAS Products & Solutions – SAS Studio

§ http://support.sas.com/software/products/sas-studio/

§ SAS Video Tutorials
§ http://video.sas.com/category/videos/sas-studio

§ Help in SAS Studio 
§ SAS Studio Help
§ Keyboard Shortcuts
§ About SAS Studio

http://support.sas.com/software/products/sas-studio/
http://video.sas.com/category/videos/sas-studio

