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What is a QC tracker?
- Document the QC process

- Can include:
- QC comment history
- Run dates and QC pass dates
- General information about a dataset/output (e.g title, 

output number)

- Entries are recorded by the study team rather than 
being automated - Lots of room for error!
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Types of Errors

311/11/2019 Don't cha wish your tracker was clean like mine



Human errors

Some of these issues are difficult to identify without 
manually investigating each output/dataset
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Run dates written 
incorrectly

Typos



QC process errors
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Dataset run 
before ADSL

Output run 
before dataset

QC run date before 
Production



QC tracker checker tool
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What is the tool?

– Easier and quicker to run
– No need to manually update code for each run
– QC log files and production output files are used
– Remembers the last place it was run in

– Detailing the errors
– Summary tables to track study progress
– Useful when there are lots of outputs/datasets
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SAS program wrapped in a BASH shell script

Produces a Microsoft Excel Spreadsheet 



How do you use it?
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Save a separate 
csv file for 

datasets and 
TFLs

Type vu_qct on 
the command 

line and hit 
ENTER

Users then type in 
the study 

information and hit 
ENTER

An Excel 
spreadsheet is 

created showing 
the errors found



How are the checks performed?
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Excel file

Checks are performed

SAS datasets

TXT and CSV files read into SAS

SAS file system functions



Final output - findings
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Summary
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• QC tracker tool allows us to quickly check for errors 
in the program names and dates

• Provides summaries so we can easily track study 
progress 



Questions
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