
© 2018 Ephicacy                                                                           

Rows and Rows and Rows of Zeroes: 
Their significance in summary tables and subgroup analyses
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What is this talk about?
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How important is this issue?

• Last-minute change

• Change in programmer 

• Unnecessary anxiety 
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So, should I add some zeroes or not?
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• Use a thumb rule:

Add zeroes if the table is related to 
SDTM findings or intervention class, skip 
the zeroes for the event class
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Event class example
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No zeroes if there is no data
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Intervention class example
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Zeroes even if no data
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Zeroes for verification of totals
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Zeroes for study conduct
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Zeroes for info on study population  
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Summary

10

• Adding zeroes not just a 
programming decision

• A thumb rule helps, but is 
not exhaustive

• When in doubt, add them 
anyway
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Thank you
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