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Problems
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Proprietary file format

Problems with Word
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.doc

q lack of competitive software

q risk of vendor-lock-in

q bad interoperability
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.docx „C-Fonts“
complicated
specification

diverging the standard

q lack of competitive software

q risk of vendor-lock-in

q bad interoperability

q lack of competitive software

q risk of vendor-lock-in

q bad interoperability
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Problems with Word
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Binary file format

Problems with Word
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“A binary file is any file that contains at least 
some data that consists of sequences of bits
that do not represent plain text.”

- The Linux Information Project



Binary file format

Problems with Word
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DOCX
File

Processing

X



Binary file format

Problems with Word
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Software System

Database

JSON
XML

HTML
CSV
TeX

Valuable Output



Large Files

Problems with Word
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q modularisation

q separation of content from view

q light-weight document concepts

Solutions that other software uses



Non-specialized

Problems with Word
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Alternatives
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to Word



Google‘s G Suite

Alternatives
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Google‘s G Suite

Alternatives
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LaTeX

Alternatives
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complicated

unflexible

hard to learn –
impossible to master

programming skills necessary

…



LaTeX

Alternatives
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Layout Content



LaTeX

Alternatives
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TaLiFi

Alternatives
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Standard table/listing catalogs

Word
Template

TLF Specification Template



TaLiFi

Alternatives
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manually maintained
catalogs

catalogs with unified
layout

catalogs in JSON 
format



TaLiFi

Alternatives
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Software 

System

Improved, standardized,

machine-readable Output

New opportunities

Happy content creators



Conclusion
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Key messages

Conclusion
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Word for informal documents and system outputs!

Word

lots of alternatives worth exploring!

Automation
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Are there any questions?

Thank you!

Contact:

dominik-habel@web.de (private)
dominik.habel@bayer.com (business)

mailto:dominik.-habel@web.de
mailto:dominik.habel@bayer.com
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