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Introduction

§ What Is Windows Batch Scripting?
“…a series of commands to be executed by the 

command-line interpreter [cmd.exe], stored in a plain 
text file. …enables conditional branching and looping 

within the batch file….”*

§ Why use them?
“…batch files were added to ease the work required for 

certain regular tasks“*

*Source: Wikipedia
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Getting started – option 2

§ I’ve never used batch script – where to start?
Script Action
Echo displays a message

Pause Pauses the command

@echo off To not output the command 

FOR %%A IN (%*) DO ( Example of a loop 

set create a variable, to resolve add %...%

%~d1%~p1 active folder 

%date & %time Today’s date and time

demo
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Example – running in batch

if exist "%~d1%~p1\log" (set LogFolder=%~d1%~p1\log) else…
if exist "%~d1%~p1\lst" (set LstFolder=%~d1%~p1\lst) else…

set /A NbProgsRan=0 

FOR %%A IN (%*) DO ( 

set /A NbProgsRan+=1 

ECHO '%%~nA%%~xA' Execution is ongoing 

"D:\SAS94\SASHome\SASFoundation\9.4\sas.exe" -sysin
"%~d1%~p1%%~nA%%~xA" -log "%LogFolder%\%%~nA.log" -print 
"%LstFolder%\%%~nA.lst" -icon -nosplash -rsasuser

http://www.cytel.com/
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Example – running in batch

set /A TotalNbOfLogERROR=0 
set /A TotalNbOfLogWARNING=0 
…. 

ECHO - Log scanning - messages displayed by criticality: 
findstr /A:4F /n "ERROR fatal" "%LogFolder%\%%~nA.log"
findstr /A:2F /n "WARNING uninitialized unequal“…
) 

rem --- to compute the cumulative nb ERRORs/ WARNINGs 

if exist "%LogFolder%\%%~nA.log" ( 
for /f "tokens=*" %%j in ('findstr "ERROR" 
"%LogFolder%\%%~nA.log"') do @SET /A TotalNbOfLogERROR
+= 1 …)

http://www.cytel.com/
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Use of MS-DOS: Pros & Cons

PROS

ü Versatile

ü ‘Universal’

ü Integrates other 

software 

üWell documented

ü File manipulation

ü Automates routines

CONS

Fear of replacement?

Endangered species?

PowerShell, VB, 

JavaScript - better 

structured?

http://www.cytel.com/
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Examples

§ Compare on the fly
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Different ways to run scripts

§ Command prompt

§ Drag-and-drop

§ Other software, e.g. SAS, text editors

§ «Send to»

http://www.cytel.com/
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Building your scripts

§ Identify routine tasks 

§ Select appropriate language

§ Brick by brick

§ User-friendliness

§ Optimize integration, minimal coding

«I like how you keep
things simple..»

http://www.cytel.com/
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Conclusion

Production run

Back-up files Clean up folders Run programs/log 
summary

Create programming
Reports Zip deliverables Execution outcome in 

Email
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Back-up Slides
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Examples

§ run several SAS programs at once

§ summarize log errors/warnings

§ create backups

§ run P21® 

§ create standard program & header
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