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The problem

Which dataset contains the correct date
for subjects 0011002 and 0081001?



%macro alive(ds=, date=, sub=);

• ds = is the dataset of containing the 
date variables

• date = event date(s) of interest. 
Multiple dates from the same dataset 
can be listed separated with a space 

• sub = subject variable used in the 
dataset e.g. pt or subjid

One possible solution



The macro
proc sort data=trans.&ds. out=&ds._1_&dt.;

by &sub. descending &dt.;
where not missing(&dt.);

run;

data &ds._1_&dt.a (keep=subject origin &dt.);
length subject $100. origin $50.;
set &ds._1_&dt.;
subject=pt;
origin=catx(".", "&ds.", "&dt.");

run;

data &ds._2_&dt.;
merge &ds._1_&dt.a(in=a) death(in=b);
by subject;

if a and (dsdt eq .);
run; 



+ The macro is called once for each dataset with all dates 
of interest specified. 

%alive (ds=addltr, date=lymedt lymsdt, sub=pt);
%alive (ds=assesmnt, date=asesdt , sub=pt);

Selecting the last known alive date



Once the macro has been run for the required datasets, 
all final datasets should be set together and sorted by 

subject and descending date. 

The first record per subject should be selected from 
the sorted dataset. If required this date can then be 

compared to a cut-off date. 

Selecting the last known alive date



Thank you! Any Questions?
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