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Introduction
● Early 1980's: SAS offered users a “?” to prompt them to type in 

programming statements.

● Late 1980's: the Display Manager (DMS) was introduced, where 
users could view their code, log and output together.

● Early 2000's: Enterprise Guide was introduced and offered 
interactive access to remote SAS servers from a Windows PC.

● 2014: SAS Studio was introduced for users on any platform that 
can be used to access a suitable web browser, because the 
interface to SAS was actually a web page.
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Windows Users: Interactive SAS (DMS)
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Windows Users: Enterprise Guide
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Windows Users: SAS Studio
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Linux Users: Interactive SAS (DMS)
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Linux and Other Platform Users: SAS Studio (SAS-U)
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Academic Users: SAS University Edition (SAS-U)
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Non-programming Data Analysts: SAS Studio - 1
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Non-programming Data Analysts: SAS Studio - 2
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Non-programming Data Analysts: SAS Studio - 3
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Non-programming Data Analysts: SAS Studio - 4



14

Non-programming Data Analysts: SAS Studio - 5
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Non-programming Data Analysts: Enterprise Guide - 1
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Non-programming Data Analysts: Enterprise Guide - 2
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Non-programming Data Analysts: Enterprise Guide - 3
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Non-programming Data Analysts: Enterprise Guide - 4
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Non-programming Data Analysts: Enterprise Guide - 5

You can also use SAS Studio 
tasks in Enterprise Guide 7.1, 
if SAS Studio is installed on 
the same PC.
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Novice SAS Programmers: SAS Studio - 1
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Novice SAS Programmers: SAS Studio - 2
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Novice SAS Programmers: SAS Studio - 3
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Novice SAS Programmers: Enterprise Guide - 1



24

Novice SAS Programmers: Enterprise Guide - 2
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Novice SAS Programmers: Enterprise Guide - 3
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Power Users: SAS Studio - 1
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Power Users: SAS Studio - 2
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Power Users: SAS Studio - 3
Before code 
formatting

After code 
formatting
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Power Users: SAS Studio 3.3 - STOP PRESS!!

Process Flows can now be used and saved as *.cpf files in SAS Studio 3.3.
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Power Users: Enterprise Guide - 1
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Power Users: Enterprise Guide - 2
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Power Users: Enterprise Guide - 3
Before code 
formatting

After code 
formatting
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Interface Developers: SAS Studio - 1
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Interface Developers: SAS Studio - 2
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Conclusions
● Academic users should take advantage of SAS Studio, as it is available as 

a free SAS programming environment in SAS University Edition.

● Novice and intermediate programmers should consider SAS Studio and 
Enterprise Guide as equally valid alternatives, provided they are working 
on Windows PCs, otherwise SAS Studio is the recommended option.

● Power Users should, in spite of peer pressure and inertia, be converting 
their environment of choice from Display Manager to Enterprise Guide.  
The change will give them access to vastly improved editing functionality, 
as well as the ability to create a collection of links to relevant documents.

● Interface and Task Developers have to consider whether they want to 
develop Tasks for SAS Studio or Enterprise Guide, but with the knowledge 
that SAS Studio Tasks are also available to Enterprise Guide 7.1.
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Contact details

Philip R Holland, SAS Consultant

Holland Numerics Ltd

94 Green Drift, Royston, Herts SG8 5BT, UK

tel: +44-7714-279085

fax: +44-1763-242486

email: phil@hollandnumerics.com

web: www.hollandnumerics.com/SASPAPER.HTM
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