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Life as a New Programmer



Disclaimer

The opinions expressed in this presentation and on the 
following slides are solely those of the presenter and not 
necessarily those of Novartis. Novartis does not guarantee 
the accuracy or reliability of the information provided herein
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Agenda

What is a statistical programmer?

The beginning : a difficult journey

Tips and tricks

Conclusion
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Clinical trial 
data

Programming Results

�The Role

What is a statistical programmer?
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�What is difficult for a beginner?

•Data can be varied

•And complex

•The pharmaceutical industry has its 
own vocabulary

• Interaction with lot of differents 
functions

What is a statistical programmer?
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�Communication 

• Acronyms

• Meeting

• Work with your data manager / statistician 

A difficult beginning

Pharma acronyms

Company acronyms
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�During the programming 

• Quality, traceability and reproducibility

• Do not rush!

• Believe in yourself 

• Ask questions

A difficult beginning
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�Documentation / Know your study

TIPS AND TRICKS 

Programming specification

SAP / Shell

CRF

Protocol

SOPs
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TIPS AND TRICKS 

� Improve your programming skills

• Look into others’ programs

• Attend training

�Learn about statistics

• Participate to training

• Or even learn by yourself

�Follow the guidance  

• Take time to understand SOPs, process...
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Exemple
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�A challenge!

�But also exciting

� I hope this will help!

Conclusion
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