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Introduction

Combines a structure and contents 
overview in a dynamic web page
Easier to explore new data sets, 
especially complex ones
Pick up data issues quickly



The macro

%dscont(inds = ,

limit     = ,

path      = ,

file      = );



Example

%dscont(inds = sds.lb);

Default output to work folder, file opens 
automatically in SAS DMS



Sample output



Sample output



Under the hood

Programming challenges
Performance when processing large data 
sets
Handling user defined formats
Avoiding information overload in the output



Under the hood

Performance
Proc tabulate provides incredible processing 
efficiency to create statistics on all variables.
Requires a fair amount of data tweaking to 
get a useful data format for further 
processing due to the special format of the 
output data set of proc tabulate



Under the hood

User defined formats
The macro needs to collect the user defined 
formats to ensure the table correctly 
displays the values, although the format 
itself is currently not displayed
In our organization, the use of user defined 
formats is limited
Code can be simplified through the recently 
introduced vvalue() function that returns the 
formatted value of a variable



Under the hood

Avoiding information overload
The use of dynamic HTML  (JavaScript) 
allows information to be collapsed to allow a 
clean structure view and expanded for a 
contents overview



Extras

Saving as an excel file
Useful for copy and pasting.



Future enhancements

(User Defined) Formats are currently not 
shown because they are not used in 
SDTM or ADaM.
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