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How to create an Excel file using Tagsets 

ods tagsets.excelxp file="&path./sashelp.xml" style=sasweb ; 
 proc print data=sashelp.class       noobs ;   run; 

ods tagsets.excelxp close; 

SASHELP.XML 



Excelxp options: quick help and sheet name  

ods tagsets.excelxp file="&path./sashelp03.xml" style=sasweb;   

** quick help info written to the log **; 

ods tagsets.excelxp options (doc=‘quick');  

ods tagsets.excelxp options (SHEET_NAME="Age le 12"); 

proc print data=sashelp.class noobs ; where age le 12;  run; 

 ods tagsets.excelxp options (SHEET_NAME="SASHELP.CLASS" autofilter='yes'); 

proc print data=sashelp.class noobs ;run; 

ods tagsets.excelxp close; 



Possible uses of tagsets/Excel 

§  Create XLS file derived data specifications 
§  Create XLS file of MedDRA/ WHODRUG dictionary 

comparisons   

§  Review data:  
–  Create XLS file of database – tabs per domain 

¨ Look at possible protocol deviations 
–  Create XLS file of database per patient per domain 

¨ Fix data errors 



Case study using CDISC pilot study 

§  306 patients in 17 domains 
§  XLS file per patient – separate tabs per domain 
§  Files ranged from 64kb to 3062kb – total 493Mb 

§  Took 23 minutes  



Pros and Cons 

PROS	
   CONS	
  

Easy	
  to	
  create	
  files	
   Large	
  files	
  

No	
  Extra	
  SAS	
  licence	
  required	
   SAS	
  version	
  differences	
  9.1.3	
  versus	
  9.2	
  

Opens	
  in	
  Excel	
   Lots	
  of	
  files	
  -­‐	
  slow	
  

Excel	
  files	
  are	
  very	
  familiar	
   Unusual	
  error	
  messages	
  

Large files: Open and Save As actual XLS files 
•  90%+ reduction in size 



Summary: ODS tagsets.excelxp  

§  How to create an XLS file using tagsets 
§  Tagset options - quick help, sheet name, filtering  
§  Possible uses of tagsets/Excel 

§  Case study using CDISC pilot study 
§  Pros and Cons 

Just try it!  

Any Questions? 


