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Why SAS/AF in a toolkit? 
 

§ Ease common programming tasks 

§ Provide GUI for non SAS user 
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Data compare 
 

§  It is often useful to browse 2 datasets at the same time 

§ Both datasets are independant 
Column order can differs 
Where clause need to be apply to both 
Datasets are locked 
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Data compare 
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Data compare 
How to synchronize vertically 

§ Set the vertical scrollbar maximum property to the 
maximum obs number between both dataset 

§ Set the vertical scrollbar property largeScrollAmount to the 
number of obs visible in the viewer 

§ On vertical scroll, both viewer _setTopRow property are 
set base on the vertical scrollbar value 

§ Ensure selected obs is not bigger than the last obs in one 
of the viewer 
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Data compare 
How to synchronize columns and subset 

§ Default column order inherited from top dataset. 

§ Columns found only in bottom dataset are displayed on 
the right  

§ Horizontal scroll follow same rule but using setLeftColumn 
property for each viewers 

§ Subset or direct move to an obs number apply to both 
viewers 
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Data compare 
Basic features 

§ Displayed column in both viewers keep together 

§ Horizontal and vertical scrollbars are synchronizing both 
viewers 

§ Where condition or move to an observation number 
performed on both viewers 

§ Viewers display copy of the related datasets 
Thus avoiding locking issues 
Display can be refresh while keeping current layout and 
subset 
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Data compare 
More advanced features 

§ Traffic lightning base on results of proc compare 
Yellow for obs with a difference 
Red for column with a difference 

§ Provided a dataset is in source control, allow display of 
any versions 

§ Allow screen resizing 
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Dataset viewer 
 

§ Same features as Data compare 

§ One viewer to display more rows 

§ Main advantage is no dataset lock 
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Dataset viewer 
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Metadata viewer 
 

§ SAS dictionnary table columns have metadata for all 
accessible columns 

§ Allow searching for information base on column name or 
column label between datasets and library 
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Metadata Viewer  
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Metadata Viewer  
Main features 

§ Display all columns for selected library 

§ Allow for subset and sort the columns 

§ Allow review of column contents by displaying 
- content of any user defined format attach to a column 
- unique values with a count for each 
- some basic statistics on the column content 
- subset of the statistics 
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Conclusion  
 

§ SAS/AF can be use to ease daily work and increase 
efficiencies 

§ Provide access to data for non SAS users 
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Questions ? 
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