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Agenda

• Introduction

• Differences between Display Manager 
and Enterprise Guide

• What you lose

• What you get as an experienced SAS programmer

• What you get as a SAS learner

• How the organization can benefit

• Recommendations
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Company

• HMS Analytical Software is a specialist for Information 
Technology in the field of Data Analysis and Business 
Intelligence Systems

• Profile

– 30 employees in Heidelberg, Germany

– SAS Institute Silver Consulting Partner for 13 years

– Doing data analysis software projects for more than 20 years

• Technologies

– Analytics and Data Management: 
SAS, JMP, R, Microsoft SQL Server

– Application Development: Microsoft .NET, Java
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The Evolution of SAS Enterprise Guide

SAS Display Manager

• Independent of platform

• Code oriented

• On one machine

4

SAS Enterprise Guide (v 4.2)

• Integrated into Microsoft 
Office and Windows

• Workflow oriented

• Client-server concept
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Enterprise Guide Software Architecture
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What You lose –
Quick program-submit-debug-cycles

• Startup of SAS Enterprise Guide is slower

• Server process must be started once in a session

• There is some delay for transmission of programs and 
results to server, even to local SAS server

• Full keyboard control is missing in SAS Enterprise 
Guide
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Lost features and Workarounds
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Feature Application Workaround

Program Editor Editor with line numbers and line commands Use enhanced editor

SAS/FSP Editing of SAS data sets with extensive data 

validation features

None in SEG (grid editing is not a real 

work around) – import data

SAS/AF Object oriented application development Use prompts or custom tasks

Macro Window %WINDOW-statement: macro variable 

prompts during program execution

Use Prompt Manager (“View – Prompt 

Manager”)

Browse Catalog Browse through catalog entries Download custom task Catalog Explorer

Graphics 

Viewer, Editor

View and edit graphs in SAS Use standard graphics files and your 

favourite graph editor

DDE Dynamic data exchange from and to 

Microsoft Excel

Use special ODS functions and Macros

X-Command Execute OS-level commands like DIR Use SAS file-IO-functions

DM-Commands Control SAS Display Manager GUI Use automation where possible

OS specific 

programming

Switch to SEG might mean switch to a 

different Operating System on Server

none, change programs
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What you get as an experienced SAS 
programmer

• Reuse existing programs

• Organize programs and results

• Quickly perform complex joins

• Quickly inspect your data

• Benefit from code generators

• Export complete project as a single program
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Organize programs and results
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Quickly perform complex joins

18



Andreas Mangold
© 2009 HMS Analytical Software GmbH

Quickly inspect your data
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Benefit from code generators
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Export complete project as a single 
program
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What You get as a SAS learner

• Easily import and export data

• Often no coding necessary

• Learn from the code generator

• No need to deal with ODS programming

• Customizable user interface

22
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Easily import and export data

• Use wizard to import Excel, Access, text data 

• Column attribute can be changed when importing

• Significantly enhanced in SEG v4.2

– Handling is much easier

– Generate PROC IMPORT and data step

– Better handling for date and datetime values
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Often no coding necessary
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Learn from the code generator
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No need to deal with ODS 
programming
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Time now for your questions…


